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SUBJECT: INFORMING HOST GOVERNMENTS OF RHODESIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: STATE 005006 

CONSULTED BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER WARD ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
SINCE RECEIPT REFTEL. FOREIGN OFFICE NEGLECTED TO SEND HIM 
CABLED INSTRUCTIONS AND HE HAD TO ASK FOR THEM TWICE. THEY 
FINALLY ARRIVED JANUARY 27, BY WHICH TIME THEY HAD BEEN 
OVERTAKEN BY PLANNED TALKS IN MALTA. WARD HAS NOW RECEIVED 
INSTRUCTIONS TO BRIEF GOM ON MALTA TALKS, BUT UNFORTUNATELY 
FOREIGN MINISTER IS ABROAD ATTENDING A CONFERENCE AND PRIME 
MINISTER IS ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR AN OFFICIAL BISIT TO BANGLADESH. 

WARD PLANS BRIEF FON MIN PERM SEC WITH EXPECTATION THAT HE 
WILL PASS INFOR ALONG TO PRIME MINISTER PRIOR HIS DEPARTURE 
JANUARY 31. WARD AND I AGREE NO SUPPORTING US ACTION NEEDED 
AT THIS STAGE. 

KEF.T.EY 
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